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Discussion Guide 

 
Our edition of Flight of the Sparrow concludes with an excellent “Readers’ Guide.”  
Some of those good discussion questions are included below, along with a few 
new ones. 
 
1)  Amy Belding Brown bases her novel on Mary Rowlandson’s 1682 book, The Sovereignty 
and Goodness of God: Being a Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary 
Rowlandson.  In her original narrative, Rowlandson’s attitude toward the Indians is very 
harsh.  At one point during her captivity, seeing at a distance a group of riders wearing 
English clothes, she writes “My heart skipt within me, thinking they had been English 
men. . . .  But when they came near, there was a vast difference between the lovely faces of 
Christians, and the foul looks of these heathens, which much damped my spirit again.”  
When she is returned to her family, she comments, “Thus hath the Lord brought me and 
mine out of that horrible pit, and hath set us in the midst of tender-hearted and 
compassionate Christians.” 
 When she read Mary Rowlandson’s narrative, Amy Belding Brown found many of 
her views offensive.  Brown explained in an interview that she seized on the idea that 
Mary’s story had been influenced by Puritan clergy; this assumption permitted her to 
devise fictions to alter Mary’s “narrow and bigoted” point of view.   
 Mary’s wish to stay with the Indians is entirely Brown’s creation.  How does Brown 
portray Mary’s attraction to the Indian way of life? 
 
2)  Mary experiences both cruelty and kindness at the hands of her Indian captors.  
Compare their behavior toward her to the cruelty and kindness shown her by her 
husband, Joseph, and other members of English society. 
 
3)  How do the events and characters in Brown’s novel present and contrast the 
complicated values and beliefs of Native and Puritan communities? 
 
4)  James Printer suggests to Mary (p. 105) that she take a new name “to signify your new 
condition.”  He proposes Chikohtqua, Burning Woman.  What do you see as the 
significance(s) of this name? 
 
5)  James Printer tells Mary, “We have both bought our redemption at a terrible price.”  
Mary realizes that she feels redeemed when she follows the promptings of her own heart. 
 The working title of this novel during its composition was “Redemption.”   Do you 
prefer that title, or Flight of the Sparrow?  What does the image of the sparrow add to the 
novel?  
 
6)  In what ways do you find Mary’s story relevant today? 
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